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Economic factor represented the common denominator for most, if 

not all, revolutions and public uprisings throughout the course of history, 
whereas poverty, unemployment, lack of justice in distributing revenues 
and wealth among community members, are factors that led and will 
lead to peoples’ resistance to tyrannies, to overcome marginalization and 
deprivation situations.

On the other hand economic stability is clear indicator and influential 
factor on political stability, whereas economically stabled countries are 
normally politically stabled, unlike countries that encounter economic 
challenges and crisis.

The economic situation that Yemen has witnessed and suffered 
played crucial rule in urging Yemeni citizens, particularly youth, to join in 
the public uprising, and comprehensive change revolution to escape the 
deteriorating living conditions, where unemployment prevails, among youth 
and graduates in particular, 50 percent of population lives under poverty 
line, lack of adequate public services such as education, health, water, and 
energy.

Such situation is accompanied with financial and administrative 
corruption, where 20 percent of population possesses 80 percent of the 
national income, while majority lives under acute poverty conditions, 
declining purchasing power of the currency, volatile exchange rate, besieging 
citizens between inflation and unemployment. 

Summary
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Furthermore, the state of depression and uncertainty among youth 
graduates urged them to demonstrate and call for change.

The deteriorating economic situation and hardships that Yemeni citizens 
are facing, associated with indifference shown by the regime towards the 
economic crisis, that engulfed majority of the population, without proper 
interventions or putting in place remedies, played decisive rule in uprising 
and paved the road to public revolution that led to overthrow the ex-regime, 
that rendered deaf ear to such deterioration. 

Nonetheless, we may not attribute the peaceful public revolution that 
erupted in Yemen in February 2011, to the economic factors only, though 
they are important, where there are other economic and social factors that 
contributed and ignited the spark of revolution, such as endeavors to control 
power, marginalization and exclusion of others, lack of equal citizenship, 
represented significant catalysts in this respect. 

This study sheds light on the economic factors that contributed and 
provoked youth to revolt against the ex-regime, by interviewing youth at the 
revolution squares and yards in Change square in Sana’a, Freedom square 
in Taiz, Revolutionary and Martyr squares in Aden, Mukalla and Dhamar 
cities.

Before presenting results of the study, we may provide a briefing on the 
economic situation in Yemen prior to the change revolution.
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Yemen passed through difficult situations before youth revolution, at all 
levels; political, economic and social, although economic hardships were 
not the only major reason behind February 2011 revolution, yet we may 
notice the obvious link between economic dimension and the deteriorated 
situation of Yemeni citizens and the youth revolution.

Yemeni economic situation was featured with poor performance, 
discrepancies in the balance of payment, public budget, instable economic 
growth, deteriorated living conditions, where high levels of poverty and 
unemployment indicators prevails, associated with lack and even absence 
of basic services.

Although the relevant economic data are untrustworthy, yet they reflect 
how fragile the economic situation was, and the hardships that citizens 
encounter. 

1. Poor macroeconomic growth: which is required to achieve change in the 
average per capita income per anum, and consequently on individuals 
living condition, where the GDP is declining from the minimum average 
set for least developed countries, i.e. 7 percent annually.

2. Decline in per capita income: Yemen is classified in the Human 
Development report among the countries with low and medium income, 

Economic Situation in Yemen Prior 
to February 2011 Revolution:
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as seen in table (1), the average annual per capita income from the GNP 
during 20002010- is $.894. Such decline in the per capita income and in 
the GDP is associated with increase in populating growth which reaches 
3 percent annually, among the highest of its kind in the world.

3. Increase in unemployment rate: Yemeni society is described as young 
society, where people under 15 years of age represent 43 percent of the 
total population which is estimated at 23.15 million in 2010, only 4.78 
million out of this figure are employed, where 18.37 are unemployed, 
increasing the total economic dependency to 484 percent, and the age 
dependency to 84 percent. (Annual Statistic Book 2010, 114).  According 
to official data, unemployment rate is 14.3 percent in 2010, reaches up 
to 39 percent among females, compared to 11 percent among males.

It is worth mentioning that the rate of economically inactive population 
is 57.4 percent, showing the huge waste in human potentials, which if well 
used could have become significant resources, also unemployment rate is 
high with an average of 15.3 during 20042010-, yet it remain low compared 
to rates stated by international organizations that estimate it at 35 percent 
out of workforce (FORUM, 2011, 7), some unofficial reports indicate that it 
reaches up to 40 percent out of workforce.

What worsened the situation is that most f the unemployed are youth 
and graduates as seen in the annual increase in job seekers numbers, while 
job opportunities remain unchanged, lagging behind third Fifth Year plan’s 
20062010-, projection to provide 13 thousand job annually, consequently 
only 8 percent of the job seekers have been employed in 2006, compared 
to 21.7 in 2002.

For any employed graduate in 2005 there are two unemployed, 
increasing to 1:3 in 2010 graduates, (Education Indicators in the RoY, 2011, 
86), in addition to the annual influx of newcomers to the labor market which 
is estimated at 200 thousand jobseekers with an annual growth average 
reaches 3.4 percent (WB, 2010, 11).

It is worth noting that Ministry of Planning and International 
Cooperation’s Phase Program for Stability and Development 2012- 2014, 
has indicated that unemployment among youth is 52.9 percent among 
1524- years age, and unemployment among educated people reached 25 
percent.
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From the above analysis we conclude that Yemeni economic indicators 
has reached very difficult situation, without due attention from the state, 
whereas the economic policies was not in favor of poor, leading to demolish 
mid class, and falls into poor category, thereby increasing poverty rates, 
where half of population became poor, and one third suffers food deprivation 
(Yemen Strategic Report 2011, 123).

Summary of the Field Study: 

1. When analyzing the questionnaires according to education level, the 
lowest category was illiterate category, with 8 males and 7 females, 
followed by those who can read and write; 36 males, and 6 females, and 
the largest category is from graduates with 168 males and 71 females, 
those who hold mid diploma are 123 males and 35 females, and 8 
questionnaires were disqualified as the respondents did not specify their 
education level.

2. On the age groups, respondents from 59 years is the lowest, followed by 
4858- years, and the highest number of respondents is among 1525- 
years and 2636- years respectively. 

3. Despite the relative importance of economic reasons that led different 
categories of respondents, either according to sex, age or education level 
to demonstrate, most of respondents agreed on poverty, unemployment, 
lack of services, failure of state to invest on human capital, lack of 
justice in distributing income and wealth, corruption indicators, as 
strong motives for demonstration, with poverty indicator as motive 
for 65.3 percent of the respondents, however such motive is higher 
among males than females, with 69 percent of males consider poverty 
as their motive, compared to 55.2 females. On poverty from economic 
perspective as a motive, 69.6 of respondents agreed on that, yet with 
high rate among females; 78 percent, compared to 66.4 percent among 
males. On unemployment indicator (community unemployment), such 
indicator was the motive for 61.8 percent of the total respondents, 
similar to poverty indicator, unemployment is the most influencing on 
females, with 74.4 percent compared to 57.1 among males.   

On unemployment from personal perspective; (partial or total 
unemployment), such indicator was the motive for 45.3 of the respondents, 
almost the same rate for both males and females, which indicates 
unemployment rate in Yemen.
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Considering other motives; lack of services, lack of investment on 
human capital (education, health), corruption, lack of justice in distributing 
income and wealth, we will notice that such indicators are of high relative 
significance among all respondents, males and females, rather they 
exceeds poverty and unemployment motives to participate in the revolution, 
confirming the difficult situation that economic has reached in Yemen, and 
beside poverty and unemployment, corruption and misappropriation of 
income and wealth, beside failure of the state to provide basic services, 
or to invest in the human capital, are strong motives among different 
respondents with their different education background and ages, wherein 
poverty is associated with unemployment, along with corruption that impact 
people’s lives and future, it exceeds sufferings from poverty to enter into 
state of depression and hopelessness for the ambiguous future, thereby 
affirms the strong impact of all economic factors that we’ve listed in the 
questionnaire distributed to the participants in February 2011 change 
revolution.

4. To identify most impacted group with the deteriorated economic situation, 
among age and education level groups, and thereby motivated them to 
participate in the revolution, we divided the respondents according to their 
age group and education level, and when analyzing the questionnaires, 
we noticed that education level has little impact over the poverty 
indicator, where all respondents suffer from poverty; with poverty being 
the motive for 75 percent of males and 100 percent of females among 
illiterate group, 61.1 percent for males and 83.3 for females among 
“can read and write” group; on the holder of mid-diploma, poverty 
was the motive of 74 percent of males, and 60 percent of females; 
as for university graduates poverty was the motive for 57.4 percent 
of both males and females. When considering poverty from economic 
perspective (individual’s poverty),  we notice that it has strong impact 
compared to the normal poverty concept among all categories, where the 
rates of those who consider poverty as their motive for participating in 
the change revolution,  according to education level, (illiterate, can read 
and write, mid-diploma, graduates), males and females, are as follows; 
(87.5, and 66.7 percent), (75 and 100 percent), (73.2 and 71.4 percent), 
and (58.9 and 74.6 percent) respectively.

Unemployment indicator in the general concept has greater impact 
on illiterate group, with 75 percent males and 66.7 males, and such high 
percentage for this indicator among this group could be attributed to their 
little number (8 males, 6 females). Also unemployment was the motive 
for 42.4 percent f males and 50 percent of females among “can read and 
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write” group, for holder of mid-diploma, this motive was stronger among 
males, with 69.9 percent compared to 54.3 females of this category. As 
with respect to education level, the holder of university degree were not 
much better off, where unemployment was the motive for 49.4 percent 
males, and 62 percent of females. When analyzing the unemployment 
(lack of job partially or totally), we notice that this indicator was strong 
motive for categories with medium level of education, and illiterates, for 
graduates unemployment was the motive for 37.5 percent males and 68.5 
percent females. Other indicators;  lack of basic services, failure of the 
state to invest in the human capital “education, health”, corruption and 
misappropriation of income and wealth, have relatively high significance, 
where there represent strong motives for the respondents of different 
education background, where all categories and members of the community 
suffers from these challenges in urban and rural areas.

5. When analyzing data according to age group, we notice that males 
represent the highest number among 2636- age group; 149 males, 
followed by 1525- age group. 126 males, while 59 age group was the 
lowest with 5 males. On Females, 1525- age group with 70 females 
considered to be the group with highest number, followed by 2636- age 
group with 25 females, then 3747- age group with 5 females, while 4858- 
and 59 age groups did not include females. In general, 1525- age group 
was the highest numbered group, with 196 respondents, followed by 26-
36 age group with 184 respondents. When considering each category’s 
motive, we notice that poverty in its economic concept, was the strongest 
motive for 4858- and 59 age groups with 80 percent, followed by 2636- 
age group with 75.2 percent for males and 77.1 for females, as for 1525- 
years age group, poverty was the motive to participate in the revolution 
for 71.4 percent males and 74.3 percent females, while for age group 
3747-, poverty motive did not represent strong one for them with 45.5 
percent for males and 20 percent for females.

Unemployment, in general concept, was the motive for 55.6 of males 
at 1525- age group, against 60 percent of females, increased as motive 
for males at age group 2636-, with 58.4 for males compared to 51.4 for 
females. Similar to poverty indicator, number of 3747- age group was the 
lowest, compared to unemployment motive, with 45.5 percent for males 
and 20 percent for females. 

When limiting unemployment concept on those who are unemployed 
partially or totally, we notice that this indicator was the motive for 34.1 
percent of males among 1525- age group, and 37.1 percent females, 
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declining to 24.2 percent for males and 31.4 percent for females among 26-
36 age group, however, 4858- age group scored the highest unemployment 
percentage with 50 percent, and this could be attributed to the small size of 
this category, and that they are not qualified, while unemployment was less 
significant for 3747- age group, with 15.9 percent. When adding relative 
significance to the partial unemployment to the total unemployment, to 
detect impact of such indicator on the participants in the revolution, we will 
notice increase in the significance of this indicator among all categories, 
where it will be the motive for 50.8 percent of males and 54.2 percent 
of females of age group 1525-, and for 38.3 percent among males, 51.1 
among females of 2636- age group. When analyzing these rates, we will 
notice that they are close to that ones we’ve mentioned when analyzing 
economic situation in Yemen prior to the revolution, where unemployment 
was the motive for 50 percent of youth who demonstrated to change the 
regime. 

 6. Lack of public services, lack of investment on human capital (education, 
health), corruption, lack of justice in distribution of income and wealth, 
are all influential indicators to participate in the revolution.

Where deteriorating services of the infrastructure, and lack of 
investment on human capital (education, health), were among the strong 
economic reasons that urged people to participate in change revolution. 
With lack of public services represented similar motive for both sexes, with 
55.7 percent for both, also deteriorating education and health services, 
were the motive for 66.5 percent of the respondents, and when comparing 
the relative significance of such factors among each category, such 
significance reached 66.1 percent  among males, compared to 60 percent 
among females, confirming that investment on human capital, is one of the 
strong economic motives that is equally important to unemployment and 
poverty indicators.

Also unfair distribution of income and wealth is among the strong 
motives for 69.6 percent of the respondents; such indicator represented 
a priority within each category, for 72.6 percent among males and 
60.6 among females. Such factor is important noting the existence of 
underdeveloped economic sectors that apply primitive production means, 
beside other developed ones that apply technology. When misappropriation 
of income and wealth, disparity of income between urban and rural areas, 
result and exist from the economic features; government policies should 
have, particularly investment and tax policies, major role and influence in 
redistributing income and create job opportunities.           
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Corruption and looting of wealth and public resources were also of 
significant importance among most of the respondents, with 74.2 percent, 
77 percent, and 77 percent rates respectively. However the relative 
significance for each indicator has reached 77.6 percent, 80.7 percent, 
and 75.6 percent among males respectively compared to 64.8 percent, 
77.2 percent, and 64.8 percent among females, confirming that corruption 
similar to poverty and unemployment, are the among the major obstacles 
for development and growth in any community and major motives for 
change revolution.

From the above we may conclude that:
•	 The	categories	targeted	in	this	study	suffer	from	economic	difficulties	

and hardships, and most of them falls within 1535- years age group;
•	 Economic	factor	was	present	in	the	reasons	that	urged	most	of	people	

to demonstrate and demand change of the regime;
•	 All	 respondents,	 form	different	ages	and	education	 levels,	agree	that	

economic reasons such as; poverty, unemployment, and other indicators 
related to sate economic such as; deteriorating public services, lack of 
investment on human capital, corruption, misappropriation of income 
and wealth, which are economic indicators that proves states success 
or failure, were great motives for the participants in the revolution, 
further the study has proved state’s failure in the economic aspect;

•	 The	rates	extracted	from	the	questionnaires,	proved	that	poverty	and	
unemployment rates in Yemen correspond to that mentioned in the first 
part of the study;

•	 Other	 indicators	 on	 the	 political	 and	 social	 motives	 have	 shown	
disparities in their relative significance from one respondent to another, 
in general they’ve been of high relative importance, and great motive 
for participation in the revolution, similar to other economic indicators.

Political Reasons:
•	 Injustice	and	tyranny;
•	 Controlling	over	public	posts	and	providing	them	to	those	who	doesn’t	

deserve them;
•	 Reserving	 senior	 leading	 posts	 for	 specific	 category	 according	 to	

affiliating and loyalty;
•	 Controlling	over	power	by	few	group

Social Reasons:
•	 Denial	of	rights;
•	 Lack	of	equal	opportunities;
•	 Lack	of	equal	citizenship;
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The researcher was keen to include these reasons in the questionnaire, 
which are related to good governance, whereas attributing revolution to 
economic reasons only is not correct, although economic dimension present 
in each and every one, therefore it s considered as the major driving force 
for change revolution, where unemployment, inflation, denial of rights, 
ambiguous future for youth are significant motives. 

In Niccole Naurrath report of 29 March 2011, that targeted 1529- years 
youth, stated that this category looks into future with frustration, especially 
when speaking about the economic situation in the country, and possibility 
of employment, where 70 percent of the respondents stated that economic 
situation is worse, with high rate among males, reaches to 79 percent 
compared to 62 percent among females, as for jobs, 89 percent stated 
that their worst time is when they seek job, compared to 80 percent among 
females, on living level, 53 percent expressed their dismay from their living 
conditions, compared to 37 percent among females.


